
English II (World Literature) Summer Reading Assignment 
 
Over the summer, students will be required to read one book from this list for their summer 
reading assignment. Students may choose to read their book in any format they wish: a 
physical book, an audio book, or other method. Upon returning to school, students will 
complete an assignment about their chosen book, so reading for understanding is important!  
 
The Blinding Absence of Light by Tahar Ben Jelloun 
An immediate and critically acclaimed bestseller in France, This Blinding Absence of Light is the latest work 
by internationally renowned author Tahar Ben Jelloun, the first North African winner of the Prix Goncourt and 
winner of the Prix Mahgreb. Crafting real life events into narrative fiction, Ben Jelloun reveals the horrific story 
of the desert concentration camps in which King Hassan II of Morocco held his political enemies in 
underground cells with no light and only enough food and water to keep them lingering on the edge of death. 
Working closely with one of the survivors, Ben Jelloun narrates the story in the simplest of language and 
delivers a shocking novel that explores both the limitlessness of inhumanity and the impossible endurance of 
the human will. 
 
The Kite Runner  by Khaled Hosseini 

The unforgettable, heartbreaking story of the unlikely friendship between a wealthy boy and the son of his 
father’s servant, caught in the tragic sweep of history, The Kite Runner transports readers to Afghanistan at a 
tense and crucial moment of change and destruction. A powerful story of friendship, it is also about the power 
of reading, the price of betrayal, and the possibility of redemption; and an exploration of the power of fathers 
over sons—their love, their sacrifices, their lies. 
 
The Alchemist by Paulo Coelho 

Paulo Coelho's masterpiece tells the mystical story of Santiago, an Andalusian shepherd boy who yearns to 
travel in search of a worldly treasure. His quest will lead him to riches far different—and far more 
satisfying—than he ever imagined. Santiago's journey teaches us about the essential wisdom of listening to 
our hearts, of recognizing opportunity and learning to read the omens strewn along life's path, and, most 
importantly, to follow our dreams. 
 
A Thousand Splendid Suns by Khaled Hosseini 

Born a generation apart and with very different ideas about love and family, Mariam and Laila are two women 
brought jarringly together by war, by loss and by fate. As they endure the ever escalating dangers around 
them-in their home as well as in the streets of Kabul-they come to form a bond that makes them both sisters 
and mother-daughter to each other, and that will ultimately alter the course not just of their own lives but of the 
next generation. With heart-wrenching power and suspense, Hosseini shows how a woman's love for her 
family can move her to shocking and heroic acts of self-sacrifice, and that in the end it is love, or even the 
memory of love, that is often the key to survival. 
 
The Book Thief by Markus Zusak 

When Death has a story to tell, you listen. It is 1939. Nazi Germany. The country is holding its breath. Death 
has never been busier, and will become busier still. Liesel Meminger is a foster girl living outside of Munich, 
who scratches out a meager existence for herself by stealing when she encounters something she can’t 
resist–books. With the help of her accordion-playing foster father, she learns to read and shares her stolen 
books with her neighbors during bombing raids as well as with the Jewish man hidden in her basement.  



 
Between Shades of Gray by Ruta Sepetys 

Fifteen-year-old Lina is a Lithuanian girl living an ordinary life -- until Soviet officers invade her home and tear 
her family apart. Separated from her father and forced onto a crowded train, Lina, her mother, and her young 
brother make their way to a Siberian work camp, where they are forced to fight for their lives. Lina finds solace 
in her art, documenting these events by drawing. Risking everything, she imbeds clues in her drawings of their 
location and secretly passes them along, hoping her drawings will make their way to her father's prison camp. 
But will strength, love, and hope be enough for Lina and her family to survive? 
 
Weedflower by Cynthia Kadohata 

Born in the town of Sighet, Transylvania, Elie Wiesel was a teenager when he and his family were taken from 
their home in 1944 to Auschwitz concentration camp, and then to Buchenwald. Night is the terrifying record of 
Elie Wiesel's memories of the death of his family, the death of his own innocence, and his despair as a deeply 
observant Jew confronting the absolute evil of man. This new translation by his wife and most frequent 
translator, Marion Wiesel, corrects important details and presents the most accurate rendering in English of 
Elie Wiesel's testimony to what happened in the camps and of his unforgettable message that this horror must 
never be allowed to happen again. 


