
7th Grade Summer Reading Assignment 
 
Over the summer, students will be required to read one book from this list for their summer 
reading assignment. Students may choose to read their book in any format they wish: a 
physical book, an audio book, or other method. Upon returning to school, students will 
complete an assignment about their chosen book, so reading for understanding is important!  
 

Walk Two Moons  by Sharon Creech 
Thirteen-year-old Salamanca Tree Hiddle, proud of her country roots and the "Indian-ness in her 
blood," travels from Ohio to Idaho with her eccentric grandparents. Along the way, she tells them of the 
story of Phoebe Winterbottom, who received mysterious messages, who met a "potential lunatic," and 
whose mother disappeared. As Sal entertains her grandparents with Phoebe's outrageous story, her 
own story begins to unfold—the story of a thirteen-year-old girl whose only wish is to be reunited with 
her missing mother. 

The Westing Game  by Ellen Raskin 
A bizarre chain of events begins when sixteen unlikely people gather for the reading of Samuel W. 
Westing’s will. And though no one knows why the eccentric, game-loving millionaire has chosen a 
virtual stranger—and a possible murderer—to inherit his vast fortune, on things for sure: Sam Westing 
may be dead…but that won’t stop him from playing one last game! 
 

The Lions of Little Rock  by Kristin Levine 
As twelve-year-old Marlee starts middle school in 1958 Little Rock, it feels like her whole world is falling 
apart. Until she meets Liz, the new girl at school. Liz is everything Marlee wishes she could be: she's 
brave, brash and always knows the right thing to say. But when Liz leaves school without even a 
good-bye, the rumor is that Liz was caught passing for white. Marlee decides that doesn't matter. She 
just wants her friend back. And to stay friends, Marlee and Liz are even willing to take on segregation 
and the dangers their friendship could bring to both their families. 
 

The Unwanteds  by Lisa McMann 
Every year in Quill, thirteen-year-olds are sorted into categories: the strong, intelligent Wanteds go to 
university, and the artistic Unwanteds are sent to their deaths. Thirteen-year-old Alex tries his hardest 
to be stoic when his fate is announced as Unwanted, even while leaving behind his twin, Aaron, a 
Wanted. Upon arrival at the destination where he expected to be eliminated, however, Alex discovers a 
stunning secret--behind the mirage of the "death farm" there is instead a place called Artime. In Artime, 
each child is taught to cultivate their creative abilities and learn how to use them magically, weaving 
spells through paintbrushes and musical instruments. Everything Alex has ever known changes before 
his eyes, and it's a wondrous transformation. But it's a rare, unique occurence for twins to be separated 
between Wanted and Unwanted, and as Alex and Aaron's bond stretches across their separation, a 
threat arises for the survival of Artime that will pit brother against brother in an ultimate, magical battle. 

 
Longbow Girl by Linda Davies 

Set in the wilds of the Welsh mountains, the brave and beautiful longbow girl, Merry Owen, discovers a 
river that takes her back in time to the autocratic kingdom of King Henry VIII. While there she finds she 
must compete in an archery tournament to save her ancestors' land from being seized by their 
aristocratic neighbors the de Courcys. Merry's best friend James de Courcy (and heir to the de Courcy 
wealth) follows her back in time and the two get tangled up in their families' ancient histories. There are 



forces working against them both in the past and the present. Will they be able to survive their pasts to 
save their futures? 

 
Holes  by Louis Sachar 

Stanley Yelnats is under a curse. A curse that began with his 
no-good-dirty-rotten-pig-stealing-great-great-grandfather and has since followed generations of 
Yelnatses. Now Stanley has been unjustly sent to a boys’ detention center, Camp Green Lake, where 
the boys build character by spending all day, every day digging holes exactly five feet wide and five feet 
deep. There is no lake at Camp Green Lake. But there are an awful lot of holes. It doesn’t take long for 
Stanley to realize there’s more than character improvement going on at Camp Green Lake. The boys 
are digging holes because the warden is looking for something. But what could be buried under a 
dried-up lake? Stanley tries to dig up the truth in this inventive and darkly humorous tale of crime and 
punishment—and redemption. 

 
The Girl Who Drank the Moon by Kelly Barnhill 

The Girl Who Drank the Moon  by Kelly Barnhill is the 2017 Newbery Award recipient, and rightly so. 
The Protectorate has always sacrificed a baby to keep the witch in the forest at bay. Little do they know 
the witch has been saving the babies all these years. One year the witch decides to raise the baby 
herself, and inadvertently fills her with a fierce and strong magic. As the girl grows older and comes into 
her magic, a man in the Protectorate vows to find and vanquish the witch, revealing the truth about both 
the Protectorate and the witch. 
 

The Sword and the Circle  by Rosemary Sutcliff 
His kingdom was magical, his knights were loyal, and his life was filled with adventure. . . .  
Young Arthur Pendragon became High King of England the instant he pulled the mysterious sword from 
within the stone. He unlocked the magic within the sword Excalibur, and won the heart of the Lady 
Guenevere. At his side through quests and adventures were the Knights of the Round Table—among 
Gawain, who faced certain death at the hands of the Green Knight; Percival, who learned that it took 
more than a victory on horseback to win a place at the Round Table; and Lancelot, who daily felt a 
passion he was forced to hide. And over them all ruled Arthur, true King. . . . 

 
Scar Island by Dan Gemeinhart 

Scar Island by Dan Gemeinhart will remind readers of Lord of the Flies, only with a less disturbing 
outcome. A freak (and I mean freak!) accident leaves all the adults of Slabhenge Reformatory School 
for Troubled Boys dead, the boys look forward to finally getting away from the wretched place of 
misery. But a few of the boys decide they would prefer a few days alone on the island before coming 
under the thumb of adults again. As you can imagine, things go awry in the power vacuum, and secrets 
previously kept hidden are revealed. It is a very compelling read and your child may have a hard time 
putting it down. 


